Verse for June: “God is our
refuge and strength, an
ever-present help in
trouble. 2 Therefore we
will not fear, though the
earth give way and the
mountains fall into the
heart of the sea, He says,
“Be still, and know that |
am God; | will be exalted
among the nations, | will
be exalted in the earth.”
Psalm 46, 1, 2, 10

‘.' H‘ar;f)kir‘th(‘iay!
4-MARIAH CROSBIE
7-TRUMAN STEHR
11-TIM LANE (KAY’S HUBBY)
12-DAVE DETERT

13-TOM AND RUTH
TOWNSEND (60!1)

14-BOB POWERS

15-RUTH TOWNSEND
15-DON & JAYNE ACKMAN
17-DON MACKAY
23-SUSAN BERG
24-DOTTIE MADSEN
24-ROGER LANDERS
27-MELVA BURNETTE
27-SCOTT RECH

28-JIM & LILA LUNDBERG

+«MESSENGER

Newsletter of First Presbyterian Church of Litchfield, MN

Dear Friends,

What does God's call look like? Too often we think of a call
as a call to ministry. But it is more than that. The last issue of
Christian Century had a special section where people were
invited to tell about their call. Most were from pastors
explaining how God called them to serve the church. But one
response | thought worth sharing with each of you is this essay
written by Ann Freeman Price about the way we can look at
our call from God on how to live our day to day lives. About
her call, she wrote:

“At first, | thought it was a call to the ministry. | even
went to a nearby seminary and filled out the application. But
that wasn't it. It was a call to do three things: 'love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all
your strength, and with all your mind; and love your neighbor
as yourself' (Luke 10:27). | was 85 years old before | realized
Jesus meant every day.

Now? At 85?7 | began taking daily notes in my journal.
Call to love God—give thanks for the cooler weather, the walk
outside, and all the places in the day where God's presence felt
real. Call to love neighbor—chatted with a friend who lives
across the country, wrote a letter to my youngest grandchild,
colored a picture for her, and sent a blank picture for her to
color and send back; mailed a sympathy card to my new
Muslim acquaintance whose wife died a month ago. Call to
love self—ate well today, did my yoga and my slow walking.

It's true, | am called.”

| am called, you are called. Let's be aware of our call to
love and maybe, like Ann, we can track the ways we answer the
call to love—a visit to a shut-in, a card to an acquaintance, a
prayer of thanksgiving, develop healthy habits. Then we can
recognize both our personal call--and our response--to love
God, neighbor and self.

In Christ's peace,
Pastor Gordy



Calendar of Events

May 27t MEMORIAL
DAY...Take time to thank
the Veterans.

May 29:**Note date! Mary-
Martha circle meets at 4 PM

May 30: Ascension of our
Lord...AND Pastor Gordy
preaches at ECUMEN 2:30
PM

June 2 Church time changes
to 9:30 for the summer;
\Wellness Service 10:45

June 3 PWCT 9:00 AM

June 4 PW Spring Gathering
at Silver Lake (No Bible
Study)

June 5-12 Gordy and Julie in
AZ—contact Sue Berg with
emergencies

June 13 MAM fundraiser-
Presbyterian Dunking booth
5-7:30 Central Park

June 16 Father's Day;
Recognize Billy Taylor's 50
anniversary of ordination

June 17 150" meeting 9:00;
Quilters 5:00

June 18 MAM 11; Session
4:00

June 24: Mary-Martha 4 PM

June 25 Newsletter items
due

June 27 CCC meeting 5:00

Our verse of the
month person for June is
Tom and Ruth
Townsend. They said it
is one that comes to

Bible Verse of the Month
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The Presbyterian Women Coordinating
Team met on Monday, May 6. Present were Harriet,
Shirley, Jayne, Rosie, Darlene and Julie Rae.

Rosie opened the meeting with prayer. The
secretaryds report and tre
approved. Our new balance is $1605.05.

We discussed the Seder meal. Everyone enjoyed it
that attended and we learned a lot about the Passover
and meal.



THOSE SERVING in
JUNE

LITURGIST

2-KAY HANSON
9-JUDY HOLMES
16-DON MACKAY
23-DARLENE KOTELNICKI
30-JULIE RAE PENNERTZ

COFFEE HOUR
2-JUDY HOLMES
9-KAY HANSON
16-JAYNE ACKMAN
23-JUNE SERVING
30-POTLUCK!

Communion

BARBARA,DON, SUSAN
AND SHIRLEY

USHERS
2-SHIRLEY BROOKS
9-CROSBIE FAMILY
16-BEV DRIVER
23-GRAPHENTEENS
30-KAY HANSON
Money Counters

2-DON & JULIE RAE
9-SUSAN & ?7?
16-GREG & JULIE RAE
23-KAY & ROSIE
30-AMY L & BEVERLY

DEACON:
JUNE-Jayne; July-David;
August Barb; Sept. Bev;
Oct. Stephanie; Nov. Rosie;

Dec 1 and Dec 24 Stephanie;

The Lilac Luncheon will be held on May 15™. We will
set up and prepare the potato salad on Tuesday the 14"
starting at 9 AM.

The PW Spring Gathering will be in Silver Lake on
June 4", We need registration by Sunday worship on
May 26'™". We were asked to provide the goodies for
morning coffee. We decided to do tea rings from Virginia
Latham.

It was decide to do something with the window in the
Fellowship Hall on the south wall. Darlene will check with
Barils to give us ideas.

Darlene showed us the aprons she finished so far for
the Lila Luncheon.

Secretary/Moderator
Rosie Graphenteen

APRIL SESSION MINUTES

May 14, 2019 at 4:00PM
The Session of the First Presbyterian
Church of Litchfield Minnesota held a Stated
Meeting on May 14, 2019 at 4 pm, in the
Memorial Room. Elders present Susan Berg, Kay Hanson
Lane, Amy Levinski, Greg Heath, Donald MacKay, and
Judy Holmes. Elders excused absence: None. A Quorum
was established.

Pastor Gordon Pennertz opened the meeting with
prayer and education on the Mathew 25 program and
looking for ways to be a more vibrant community in the
body of the church. The Agenda was presented. The
mi nutes were reviewed and
report for March and April were presented and approved
as printed. Balance on hand for March was $51,068.66 in
designated funds, $33.738.08 in undesignated funds and
for April was $52476.78 in undesignated funds and
$31,731.83 in designated funds.

PASTORGS REPORT

Home Communions and visitation in the month of May
was provided to: 1 couple twice and another couple once,
Barb was the attending Deacon. There also was a hospital




COME JOIN OUR

tudy

Due to many
conflicts, the
Tuesday morning
Bible Study at
Ecumen Chapel is
off until August.
Keep watching the
MESSENGER for
more information.

CHURCH HISTORY:

Did you know that
our bell was the first
church bell located
est of the big
oods? It weighs
650 Ib. and cost $125
plus $8.75 for

shipping!
2019 Per Capita - $41.35

Total (We ask that you
round this up to $42.00 for

visit made twice, 11 home and nursing home visits were
made along with 5 office visits. Pastor also went over the
event of the Peter Steinke and thought it was good. He
also encouraged people to participate in Presbytery on a
committee. Review of the schedule of events for May and
June. Bible study is now on hold until fall. Sue will be
covering Gor asygantactperson.at i on
CLERKO®GS R:HiR@Unber of people served
communion for Maundy Thursday was 40 and Easter was
40. Communion was served in May was 29.

OLD BUSINESS: The Manual of Operations was
reviewed again and will be sent to Julie to be retyped
NEW BUSINESS:1. Audit of the Books will be done in
house this year and Don along with a person from the
finance committee will complete. They have until
December to complete. 2. Robison Nordling has
requested to join the church by Professing his Faith..
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Worship/ Christian Education: Chair--Amy Levinskid
Motheré Bay went well and now are planning Fatherd s
Day. June 2" will be the time change to 9:30am service.
There will be Celebration forthe 500 f Bi | | Ta
Ordination on June 16". Hymn sing will be August 18™.
They have discussed Sunday School and this is in the
works. Coffee cups in church will not be encouraged. The
TV will be announced in the newsletter. Their next
meeting will be August 7" at 5:30pm.

Christian Community: Chair: Kay Hanson and Greg
Heath-- CCC will sponsor a table at Art in the Park during
Watercade to promote the Sexual Assault Survivor
Support Group. Members will assemble packets of
information and include the First Presbyterian Church
pens ordered for the 150th celebration. We reviewed
committee goals and agreed we are fulfilling our mission.
Buildings and Grounds: Chair: Donald MacKayd
continues to seek the carpet and concrete people. Don
needs to find someone to fix the crack in the plaster and
someone to re-upholster the pews. He is also looking into

ease of accounting: $27.00 the north porch to be fixed.

The next meeting will be held on June 18™ at 4:00 pm.
The meeting adjourned at 5:45pm with prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,

$8.95 for General Assembly Susan Berg, Clerk of Session




2\
JUNE Liturgy
2-Acts 16:16-34
Revelation 22:12-14,
16-17,20-21
John 17:20-26

|
A

O-PENTECOST
Acts 2:1-21
John 14:8-17 (25-27)

16-TRINITY SUNDAY
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

23- 1 Kings 19:1-4 (5-7)

8-15a

Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39

30- 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62

COME JOIN US!!

On Aug 16 at 1:30 join us to see

the Tribute to Neil Diamond

at the Paramount Theater in St

Cloud. Dinner together following

the concert is planned at

Bonanza Restaurant. (Your own
‘ expense) Transportation will be

wheelchair accessible. Cost is $35.00. Sign-up sheets are

in the Memorial Room. Please pay Rosie by June 15th.

1 Let’s Go Fishing is planned for

i Tuesday, July 9th at 1:00 p.m. at Green
| Lake. Sign-up is available in the
Memorial Room.

CCC will sponsor a dunk tank again on June 13th for
the MAM Fundraiser. The funds raised T T
provide emergency housing for people
who find themselves suddenly with no
housing. MAM helps these families get
back on their feet financially with many
supportive services in addition to emergency housing. The
Crosbies will also be bringing their ponies for rides once
again! Come and dunk Pastor Gordy, Julie Rae, or other
volunteers! ltis also fun to watch or, if you don't want to
throw, to pay for some kids who love it. See you there.

Sexual Assault Survivor Support Group

A Confidential support group for survivors of sexual
assault meets the third Thursday of every month at First
Presbyterian Church of Litchfield. The next meeting will
be May 16. We have business cards and posters to share
with someone you may know who would benefit from this
group. ltis a safe place to talk with those who understand
and are available for support and to just listen. Meetings
are at 7:00.




PRAYER LIST JUNE:
1-Jacki e, Ashl e

6
&f ¢ Come and help Tom and

.; Ruth celebrate! On June
S+, 22from2-4PM atthe

3-Scott & Steph Aa@)'ﬁ' . _ o

Kennedy and Fr o ° Gloria Dei Dining Room, we
P WG R LS will be cel ebrhaithdaygndT o i
5>-Tom and Ruth

6Philip & Leet Tom and R Whdilisg ABniversary!

Come and join in the celebration!
8-Mar k & Nancy

9-David & Sharo
16Ri ck & Carri
1iMi chael & Rh
Jol dersma & f a
12Chr i s tlaa caorbd J
and Colton

13 inda Karg

149Roger Lander
15Ri chard & Heli
riel, Wil lia
Conor and Lore
1eCicily & Ste
17Truman Stehr
18Ann and Lynn

The Worship committee
made the decision last year
to purchase a TV for the
front of the church. The
purpose is to have this type
of technology available if
we need more hymnals, if
we have a presentation
that requires technology etc. This does NOT mean that
we will be using it regularly as part of our morning
worship, but rather having it should the need arise. The

means of worship, but also want to continue to provide
this service when needed. Blessings.

19Don & Jayne _ _ _
>Ryan Ackman technology committee looked into a screen and projector
21Dwi ght Barr i and after research and consideration a TV was decided
22Joel Barrick upon. The cost effectiveness of buying a TV far
23S usan & Morti outweighed the screen/projector cost and replacement. If
24Carol Bl unt you have questions or concerns about this, please check
28Heath Bozoni with Amy Levinski; worship chair, Julie Rae; technology
ELEarlbal e BE e chair, or Pastor Gordy. We want to keep our traditional
27 hirley Broo

I
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29Ro0ger & Mary
Mari ah & Kati e
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The 150™ Anniversary Committee

would like your help. We will be

putting together a booklet that

contains the history of our church
etcéas wel |l as a c¢hi
would like you to provide us with a
maximum article of 125 -1 50 wo r Memoresof O
YourFamil y6s Life in First Pr
Litchfieldo. Not a

had before, but rather specific memories that have

hi story

affected you here at First Presbyterian. Please get
them to Julie Rae at your earliest convenience, but
no laterth an August30 ". AL SOéwe wi | |

photos of members during the month of either

August or September (no specific date set yet)

More information will be forthcoming. Thank you,

and happy memories!

¢ Pastor William Taylor: Wi | | i am
/Hl Taylor grew up in our church and was
| ordained a Presbyterian pastor 50
~ years ago. He will be visiting this, his
home church, Sunday June 16™, and
we will recognize this milestone during
worship and have a cake in coffee hour to celebrate. He
and his wife Mary have three children: son Brian, and twin
daughters Jill and Julie.

Rev. Taylor served at several churches following his
ordination. His first was Westminster Presbyterian Church
in Waterloo, lowa as assistant pastor from June 1969 to
September 1971. He then served as pastor for
Eastminster Presbyterian Church for thirty years and after
retirement has served as interim pastor in various
churches as needed.




LILAC LUNCHEON!

Thank you to all who helped
in any way with the Lilac
Luncheon! Anything from
making salads, donating
money, setting up, clean-up
etc...We served 80 people. A
special thank you to Shirley
Good for her beautiful quilt
and towels! Also to Darlene
Kotelnicki for her beautiful
new aprons.
Congratulations to the
winners of the baskets and
quilt.

Lorelei Pennertz: quilt

Baskets: Olivia Oster,
Brianna Graphenteen, Ariel
Pennertz, Susan Berg, Ruth
Townsend.

Pentecost Sunday is
on June

othé Remember to
ear red to church
that day!

Worship/Christian Education Meeting Notes

Committee met May 8th, 2019 at LPC. The
committee finalized Mother's Day plans for worship. June
will include celebrating Father's on June 16th. William
A B i Tayloy will be joining us. We will be celebrating his
50" anniversary of Ordination. After worship, we will
celebrate with cake and coffee in the fellowship hall. Plans
to worship outside in the prayer garden have been made.
The day will be announced later. August 18th will be a
Hymn Sing service.

Sanctuary Duty list was updated: May-Julie; June-
Rosie; July-Amy; August-ReNae; September-Jayne;
October- Shirley.

Confirmation and Sunday School ideas were
presented. ldeas discussed were during a week day,
depending on schedules. No plans have been set. Our
youth have been invited by the Methodist church to
participate in their youth group bon fires.

Review of Wedding and funeral policy was set aside
for next meeting. Next meeting will be held August 7th,
2019 at the church.

Congratulations to Don and Jayne Ackman on the
arrival of their new grandson, Lane Tyler
Schneider. Lane was born on Tuesday, May 215t to
Sara and Ty Schneider and big brother Aiden.
Lane weighed in at 8 Ib. 11 oz! Mom and son are
doing well! Congrats also to Uncle Ryan Ackman!
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